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Early Childhood: Counting Pockets

PREPARE:
As you read the case, make notes:

1.	 WHO are the primary participants in the case? Describe them.

2.	 WHAT is taking place?

3.	 WHERE is the case taking place? Is the environment a factor?

4.	 WHEN is the case taking place? Is the timing a factor?

Ms. Abby Miller teaches three- and four-year-olds in 
a preschool situated within a large, comprehensive 
high school in a diverse suburb outside a metropoli-
tan area. The preschool is free for the high school 
teachers and for low-income families in the commu-
nity. Ms. Abby finds the mix of different backgrounds 
and languages a rewarding aspect of teaching, and 
she also enjoys mentoring high school students who 
earn credit toward their Child Development class by 
assisting in the classroom during their study hall.

Today, on a cold February morning, Ms. Abby and 
the two high school students, Miss Maggie and Miss Addison, huddle in a circle on the carpet with the 
children for “morning meeting.” Ms. Abby likes to use the morning meeting to encourage language, 
number concepts, and general knowledge through fun, hands-on activities. After the children sing the 
hello song and talk about the weather the way they do every morning, Ms. Abby asks them to stand up. 
“Today we’re going to count pockets! Noah, how many pockets do you have?”

Noah quickly looks at his clothes and proudly shouts, “Six!” He has four pockets on his jeans and two on his shirt.

“That’s right,” Ms. Abby replies, as she draws six squares next to his name on the easel to represent the 
pockets and writes a “6.”

“Diego, how many pockets do you have?” she asks, as Miss Addison points to Diego’s pockets.

Diego counts, “Uno, dos, tres—three.”

“Great counting!” says Ms. Abby. “Now say, I have three pockets.” Diego repeats it exactly.

Ms. Abby continues, “Ok, now we’re going to count more pockets. You’re going to work with a buddy 
and count each other’s pockets. Then draw your pockets up here,” as she points to the children’s names 
on the easel, “and write the number the way I did.”

She begins to assign pairs: Casey and Mariah, Anika and Ella, Jayden and Aarush, and so on. Ms. Abby is 
careful to pair children of different backgrounds and abilities so they can learn from and help each other. 
She is also grateful to have Miss Addison and Miss Maggie to circulate the room and help children count 
and write the numbers on the easel. Some children know how to count, write numbers, and add, while 
others can’t count yet.

As Ms. Abby is circulating the room, she overhears Caleb and Hunter shouting back and forth, “No you 
don’t!” “Yes, I do!”

Caleb shoves Hunter and knocks him down. Caleb is 4 years old and big for his age. He often resorts to 
using his fists “instead of his words,” as Ms. Abby constantly reminds him.
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